
                  "Happy New Year"               
 by Pastor Tom 

 

 Happy New Year! to everyone!  
 This year is almost over and a new one is just about to begin.   
The impending new year is kind of like a brand new box of crayons: 
every color is perfect—tips still sharp and pointed, none rounded smooth 
or worn down to the wrapper, crayons’ wrapped-around-paper not 
needed to be peeled back and away, and not one crayon broken into tiny 

stubs that even little fingers have a hard time holding and handling. Open the box. Smell the waxy 
colors. Peek in and imagine all the wonderful places, people, animals, and things just waiting to be 
created, crafted, colored, and all the many books ready to be filled with colors. Take one out. Hold 
it. Notice how it perfectly props up on our fingers and hand? Then begin. But, do we go up or 
down, sideways, or every ways? Do we press down hard for a shiny surface or lightly feather our 
strokes, swirls, and swishes? What about the lines? Do we stay in or busily and boldly color outside 
them? Do we outline everything in a defining color, sometimes to cover up oozing and oopsing 
edges, or sometimes just because we want to? And what about the mixing of colors? What if yellow 
runs over or through the red or the blue, and now there’s a different hue? Should we start with the 
light colors and methodically move more toward the darker ones, or should we just go with the mo-
ment and make the most of what we are spontaneously seeing and sensing? Where do we begin—
in the middle, on the sides, at the corners of the paper or page? And, finally, when do we know we 
are finished? 

 A brand new box of crayons is kind of like an impending new year, to be sure. One 
year moves into the other, like colors mixing making something new. There are so many choices 
and decisions—so many things that will affect others and us. Surprises sweet, stunning, sour, or 
disastrous. Plans perfected, protested, punctured, or destroyed. What was whole and good is now 
broken and difficult to handle. Can we hold others and our self together? What starts out as       
destruction or defeat can become victory or valuable. Some we can determine. Some we cannot. 
The new year stretches before us, yet so much of it is dependent on what has happened behind us 
in time as the past. The future invites us into it, yet forces us to bring the past with us as part of 
our present. And how will we respond, and what will we do, as we begin to color, craft, and create 
with this new year? 

 And a new year and a brand new box of crayons can be kind of like The Epiphany of 
Our Lord Jesus. On the Day of Epiphany, January 6, of each year (a new time of life for all people), 
the magi following the star come to Jesus and bring him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The 
gold is the precious color of royalty. Jesus is the ruler of the world. The frankincense is the crafted 
fragrance of God’s presence with us in worship and with us wherever we might be. And the myrrh 
is the ointment created for death and burial. Jesus with us dies and is buried. We with Jesus are 
raised to new life, eternal life, by God. Each gift that is presented to Jesus is kind of like our brand 
new box of crayons. Perfect. Unused. But each gift opens to a wonderful promise that God gives to 
us in Jesus, to be used by us and to be used for all the world for all time. And each gift that is pre-
sented to Jesus is kind of like a new year full of all the things of life and death. God has been with 
us in the past, and goes with us as the perfect present into the future. No matter what, God will 
not leave us, and God will love us forever. So, no matter what will be, it always is Happy New Year! 
Now, peek in and imagine. How will we use this year? Again, Happy New Year! 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Jen and Jason Syverson and big sister Alise on the birth of Evan Michael 
Syverson.  Evan was born on December 8th and weighed 7 lbs 4 ozs.  Welcome Evan Michael! 
 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to the Chrz Family on the death of Diana.  Diana passed away on    
Sunday, December 28th and her funeral was held at Cross of Peace on Saturday, January 3rd.  Please 
remember her family and friends in your prayers during this time of grief:  Husband; Gene Chrz,   
children; Jill & Mike and Tom & Ange, her father: Jim Johnson and her siblings; Debby & Ed and Tim 
& Julie. 
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Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News  

Assisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality Ministry    

Jan 4, 20089 Jan 4, 20089 Jan 4, 20089 Jan 4, 20089     Assisting Ministers      Communion Servers           Ushers                          Worship Preparation / Counters 

Jan 18, 2009Jan 18, 2009Jan 18, 2009Jan 18, 2009        

Jan 11, 2009Jan 11, 2009Jan 11, 2009Jan 11, 2009        

8:30am Avis Paulson David Gohl/Open Gary Buddensiek/Dale Kangas Harland & Ruth Lipker 

9:45am Bridget O’Connor-
Monson 

Steve Swam/Open Scott & Peggy Kelly Counters 

11:00am Amy Card Open/Open Dave Card & family Bill & Deb 

8:30am Jenny Montean Chad & Laurie Gearey Dianne & Steve Schanhaar Mic & Shelly Tjosaas & family 

9:45am Steve O’Brien Open/Open Open Counters 

11:00am Dave Card Patty Schmieg/Chris Bartling John & Becky Sheehan Roger & Patty 

8:30am Dean Koehler Dave Milligan/Bob Weinberger Rick & Linda Salden Rick & Linda Salden 

9:45am Jessica Wilson Open/Open Natazzin Thorsen Counters 

11:00am Tom McPeak Open/Open TJ Hewitt Family Jon & Lee 

If you are not able to assist on the Sunday or service schedule, please contact another worship ministry member and make arrangements for a 
replacement.  If possible contact the church office by the Wednesday prior to your schedule time with any changes.  We understand emergencies do come 
up, please feel free to leave a message on the answering machine at church (952)445-5479.  If you are unable to continue serving for the worship 
hospitality ministry and would like to be removed from the schedule please let the church office know.  Thank you all for your service to worship 
hospitality, this ministry allows you and our congregation to grow as a community of faith welcoming all those who enter Cross of Peace. If you are 
interesting in participating in our Hospitality Ministry Team or if you have any questions please contact the church office (952)445-5479.  

Jan 25, 2009Jan 25, 2009Jan 25, 2009Jan 25, 2009        

8:30am Janet Freudenstein Marta Knick/David Godfrey Steve & Jody Gunderson Steve & Jody Gunderson 

9:45am Gina Mitchell Mary Lee Reiner/Open Jon Carlson/Open Counters 

11:00am Sara Bartling Open/Open Deb Zitek/Chris Bartling & daughters Amy & Bridget 
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JANUARY  SOCIAL JUSTICE  EMPHASIS AND RED BASKET COLLECTIONJANUARY  SOCIAL JUSTICE  EMPHASIS AND RED BASKET COLLECTIONJANUARY  SOCIAL JUSTICE  EMPHASIS AND RED BASKET COLLECTIONJANUARY  SOCIAL JUSTICE  EMPHASIS AND RED BASKET COLLECTION 

Our Social Justice emphasis for the month of January is the CAP Agency. 
 
The CAP Agency is a private non-profit organization providing services to residents of 
Scott, Carver and Dakota Counties. The CAP Agency serves approximately 25,000   
children, families and senior citizens each year in its tri-county service area and has a 
$12 million operating budget.  
 
The agency is part of a statewide coalition of 29 agencies and a national           
association of nearly 1,000 Community Action Agencies focused on reducing poverty 
by filling the gaps” of service within each county-designated service area. The mission 
of the CAP Agency is to promote and sustain social and economic self-reliance for the 
residents of Scott, Carver and Dakota Counties. Organized in 1965, as part of Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson’s “War on Poverty” movement, the agency began as the Scott-
Carver Economic Council providing co-op farming programs, Head Start and Senior 
Citizen Centers to residents of Scott and Carver Counties. 
 
The CAP Agency expanded its service area in 1985, to include residents of Dakota 
County. The agency’s name has since been adopted to reflect this expansion. Now   
numerous programs strong, three counties wide and over 35 years old, the CAP 
Agency offers a varied menu of services in each county, and continues to grow and 
evolve to reflect its commitment to address the unmet needs of the community.  
 
The CAP Agency services help:  
∗ Residents of Scott, Carver or Dakota Counties  
∗ People of all ages: Infants to senior citizens  
∗ People of all ethnic backgrounds Single-parent and two-parent families or 

individuals with no children  
∗ Predominately families with at least one wage earner in the household  
∗ Clients who seek services on an ongoing basis  
∗ Clients who seek services on a temporary basis due to a job layoffs or             

unexpected medical expenses  
∗ Individuals or families of low-income levels in need of basic services such as 

food, clothing, shelter, transportation and energy-related assistance  
∗ Families of varying income levels with young children in need of childcare and 

crisis care services  
∗ Home-based childcare providers who seek recruitment or professional          

development support  
∗ Senior citizens of varying income levels in need of basic services or seeking 

Senior Dining and Meals on Wheels services. 



“Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have;  
for He has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’”   

~ Hebrews 13:5 
 

  Now that Christmas is over, we can look back and hopefully remember some happy    
memories with our family and friends.  We probably opened presents and ate lots of sweets at the 
end of December, but did you learn anything during this Holiday season?  This year, some of us 
may have had less presents under the tree or we may have heard of people donating money to 
charities as a gift, instead of buying a gift we don’t really need.   
 People all over have lost jobs and taken pay cuts recently, but we read in the Bible that we 
shouldn’t love money.  Hebrews states that we should be content with what we have, because    
after all, God will never abandon us.  He will always provide us with what we need.  So, rather 
than comparing who got the bigger and better gift, with your friends, be content and happy with 
what you have.  You have a Savior that loves you and will never leave you.   
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Upcoming Events! 
Jan. 7Jan. 7Jan. 7Jan. 7thththth, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    ---- Confirmation Forum “Body Image: Made in the Image of God for the Body of  Confirmation Forum “Body Image: Made in the Image of God for the Body of  Confirmation Forum “Body Image: Made in the Image of God for the Body of  Confirmation Forum “Body Image: Made in the Image of God for the Body of 

Christ.”  Christ.”  Christ.”  Christ.”  Meet at St. John’s, from 6:30-8:30pm. 
Jan. 9Jan. 9Jan. 9Jan. 9thththth, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    ---- High School New Year’s Party, at St. John’s from  High School New Year’s Party, at St. John’s from  High School New Year’s Party, at St. John’s from  High School New Year’s Party, at St. John’s from     

7777----10pm!  We will have a blast eating food and playing tons of games!10pm!  We will have a blast eating food and playing tons of games!10pm!  We will have a blast eating food and playing tons of games!10pm!  We will have a blast eating food and playing tons of games!    
Jan. 14Jan. 14Jan. 14Jan. 14thththth, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    ---- Confirmation Forum,  Confirmation Forum,  Confirmation Forum,  Confirmation Forum, Meet at Cross of Peace from 6:30-8:30pm!    

Jan. 25Jan. 25Jan. 25Jan. 25thththth, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    ---- High School, National Youth Gathering Meeting!  Meet at Cross of Peace at  High School, National Youth Gathering Meeting!  Meet at Cross of Peace at  High School, National Youth Gathering Meeting!  Meet at Cross of Peace at  High School, National Youth Gathering Meeting!  Meet at Cross of Peace at 
12:00 (noon), after the last service.12:00 (noon), after the last service.12:00 (noon), after the last service.12:00 (noon), after the last service.    

Jan. 31Jan. 31Jan. 31Jan. 31stststst, 2009, 2009, 2009, 2009    ---- Feed My Starving Children, and a fun winter event! Feed My Starving Children, and a fun winter event! Feed My Starving Children, and a fun winter event! Feed My Starving Children, and a fun winter event!    
Meet at Cross of Peace at 11:00am!Meet at Cross of Peace at 11:00am!Meet at Cross of Peace at 11:00am!Meet at Cross of Peace at 11:00am!    

∗ * More details on these events will be handed out at confirmation or * More details on these events will be handed out at confirmation or * More details on these events will be handed out at confirmation or * More details on these events will be handed out at confirmation or     
sent out to those who are signed up! * *sent out to those who are signed up! * *sent out to those who are signed up! * *sent out to those who are signed up! * *    



 OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE ON OUR CHURCH COUNCIL At our 
annual meeting in February we will be electing officers for 2009. Posi-
tions that will be open are president, Vice-president, secretary, finan-
cial secretary and 3 directors. The church council meets the 4th Mon-
day each month and meetings are open to all members. Please con-
tact the church office at 952-445-5479 with any questions or if you are 
interested in serving on our church council. 
   
ATTENTION MEMBERS Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 
8th at 12:00pm for our annual meeting.  Elections will be held at the 
meeting for open church council positions.  If you are interested in 
joining our church council or learning more please contact Paul 
TenEyck our President at 952-445-5473 or the church office at 952-
445-5479. 

 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Please join us on Sunday evenings for a bible study.  We will meet from 5-7pm and will 
be using a new curriculum from Augsburg Fortress called Opening the Book of Faith.  A sign up sheet is in the 
gathering area.  If you have any questions please see Pastor Tom. 
  
SUMMER CAMP  It’s already time to register for Summer Camp!!!  Cross of Peace and St. John’s will be head-
ing to camp the week of June 21st-26th.  Please sign up for Confirmation camp at Green Lake (gr. 6-9), Andy’s 
Gang at Shores (gr. 2-5), or Half Blast at Shores (gr. 1-5, ½ week long).  We will be receiving registration book-
lets in Dec.  Forms and deposits need to be turned in by Feb. 1st!  Please turn your form and deposit into 
the Church office! 
 
YOUTH QUAKE It’s coming up quick!  Please sign up on the sign-up sheet hanging in the library hall-
way by Jan. 7th with a $40 deposit!!  Youth Quake is a gathering of hundreds of Jr. High youth from Mar. 
20th-22nd.  We will stay at a hotel in Bloomington for 2 nights.  At Youth Quake we have so much fun listening to 
speakers, singing along with bands, having fellowship time, and tons more! 
 
CONFIRMATION FORUM  On Wednesday January 7th (@SJ) and Wednesday January 14th (@COP) we are 
having the Confirmation     forums.  This years theme is “Body Image--Image of God.”  All confirmation youth, 
and their parents are invited to attend.  The forum will be from 6:30-8:30pm each night.  I am really excited 
about our speakers/performers this year!  We will have a great time! 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   Green Lake Day Camp hosted by St. John’s Lutheran Church.  June 28-July 2.  
Registration takes place in March.  Questions?  See Marta Knick. 
 
FOSTER HOMES NEEDED Scott County Foster Care Program needs Scott County residents to care for children, 
teenagers or adults from our county.  There is also a need for homes to accept the long-term placement of chil-
dren with the possibility of adoption.  If you are ready for a rewarding challenge and interested in serving your 
community through the foster care program, please call Margie at 952-496-8505, or email your inquiry to:  mmit-
telstadt@co.scott.mn.us 
 
CARING HANDS provides short-term help when you are in need. (meals, light housekeeping, rides, childcare, 
shopping, laundry, yard work, companionship, etc) Fill out a form or call the church office (952) 445-5479.  We 
are also looking for volunteers to help build our caring hands team.  Please fill out a form or call the church of-
fice.  Forms can be found in the gathering area.  
 
PRAYER BLANKETS Prayer blankets, made with love and prayers by the Knitting for Peace group, will be avail-
able at the request of any member.  Do you have a family member or friend who is suffering from illness or de-
pression or who is in need of special prayers?  Please fill out a request form and a blanket will be placed in the 
gathering area.  As members say a prayer for that person, they will tie one of the knots on the blanket.  When 
all the knots are tied, the blanket will be sent to the person in need along with a note explaining that each knot 
represents a prayer from a member of Cross of Peace Lutheran Church.  We hope this will be a source of com-
fort for those seeking comfort.  Prayer request forms can be found in the gathering area. 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS  
The family of Cross of Peace welcomed and   
recognized our newest members on Sunday,   
December 7th at our 8:30 9:45  and 11:00 am 
worship celebrations. We were blessed to       
receive the following members.  Joni Bahe; 
Shawn, Jessica, Kaitlyn, and Brandon Neri; Mark, 
Sheila, and Skylar Niebuhr; Katherine O’Brian; 
Jordan, Jessica and Alayna Olson, Stephanie 
Snyder; Matthew, Kristin, Lorelei, and Georgia 
Wilson; and Terry, William, and Brett Ziesmer. 
May our church family be surrounded with God’s 
grace and love today and always, as we wel-
come these individuals and families. 

 Our book for December 16, 
2008, was Those Who Save Us by 
Jenna Brown. Most of us really liked 
this book, which told a story of World 
War II and Nazi Germany from a 
unique and intriguing point of view—a 
survivor’s child who teaches ethics to 
students in a present-day university in 
the United States. We found the narra-
tive to be many-layered and rich with 
ethical, sociological, relational, histori-
cal, and theological issues. The primary 
questions for us were: What would we 
do “to save” someone else, and per-
haps ourselves? Would we ultimately 
“save” or “lose” them and ourselves in 
the process? And how do we decide 
what is ethically “good” and what is 
not, when faced with choices of life or 
death for others and for us? We rated 
our book 3.70 * out of a possible 4.00 
*. 

   
 
  
  

 
 

 
Books suggested for future 

consideration with a tentative calen-
dar: 

 

February:     
Infidel  by Ayaan Hirsi Ali  

March:          
The Road  by Cormac McCarthy  

April:            
The Reluctant Fundamentalist 

by Moshin Hamid 
 
  The next group get-

together is Tuesday, January 20, 
2008, 6:30-8:00 pm, in the Cross 
of Peace library. Good books. Good 
people. Good conversation. Good 
reasons to be here. Everyone wel-
come.  
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Reading and Discussing … Book Group NewsReading and Discussing … Book Group NewsReading and Discussing … Book Group NewsReading and Discussing … Book Group News    
Our next book is: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
January:       

Things Not Seen   
by Andrew Clements  

Join us!  Our next 
meeting Tuesday,  

January 20, 
6:30—8:00 pm 
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All operating fund amounts are year-to-date (January 1—November 30, 2008) 
Operating Funds   Receipts        Expenses             Budget 
General Funds                          $172,647.65   $183,037.37   $187,810.00 
Building Mortgage                                31,043.35          35,090.00                    35,090.00  
Youth Activities Fund      6,920.75              7,578.13         6,875.00 
Memorials/Church Sign     5,293.00       9,908.25       10,000.00   
Restricted Funds     8,994.69          7,191.17                                 0.00 
Building Project                  1,154.35                    2,064.64                           0.00 
Totals                    $226,053.79   $244,869.56                    $239,775.00  
 
Restricted funds include World Relief, Disaster Relief, Food Shelf, World Hunger, Lutheran Social Service, etc.   
Youth Activities Fund includes youth camping, and other offsite youth activities.   
Total expenses, through November 30, exceed total receipts by $18,815.77.  Thank you to all who have contributed 
your time and financial donation to Cross of Peace.  Please consider an additional donation to help reduce this deficit. 
 
Remember to mail in your contribution if you are out of town or sign up for the Simply Giving program. 

Giving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship News    

THANK YOU Assisting Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, Communion Servers, Acolytes and Crucifers     during the 
Month of December. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who donated coats to CORNOR STONE a shelter for battered men and women.  
The coats were wonderful and will be much appreciated!  Thanks!   
 
THANK YOU to our Cross of Peace Consort for the beautiful   Advent Reflections Concert on December 11, 
2007.  We are very blessed to have such a talented group of people to brighten our holiday season. 
 
THANK YOU!   Thanks to everyone who helped out at the Confirmation Lock-in!  It was a great success and I 
couldn’t have done it without you! 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the Children’s    Advent Celebration on Sunday, December 14th.  
Everyone was great!  A huge thank you to everyone who donated the wonderful yummy goodies!   
 
LIBRARY CHRISTMAS TREE Thank you to everyone who donated mittens or hats this  season.  We had 23 
items that were donated to the CAP agency. 
 
THANK YOU - CARING HANDS TREE Caring Hands would like to thank everyone who donated a gift to our 
caring hands tree this season.  We received $821.50 in gift cards and over 140 presents to hand out.  What a 
blessing each of these items will be for a family in need this  holiday season!  Thanks! 



29 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

31 Mission Moment:  FMSC 11:30 am 

Cross of Peace StaffCross of Peace StaffCross of Peace StaffCross of Peace Staff    
Pastoral Minister               Rev. Tom Reiner 
Word & Sacrament Minister        Laila Barr 
Pastor Spt. Minister:     Tom Fredudenstein 
Youth Minister:              Karena Langehaug 
Education Minister:                  Marta Knick 
Worship & Music Minister:      Ruth Lipker 
Administrative Minister:      Marie Markgraf 
Nursery Care Minister         Jennifer Flatten 

January 

  8:30 a.m. Worship 

  9:45 a.m. Worship 

  9:45 a.m. Education & 

              Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

Fellowship with refreshments, takes 
place each Sunday morning following the 8:30 worship 
celebration.  Come join us as we gather together in 
worship and  celebration! 

Cross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran Church     
1506 Wood Duck Trail 
Shakopee, MN  55379 

4 Worship Celebrations 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Baptism:  Aleksey & Victor Landenberger  
Fellowship 9:45am 
Gethsemane Church 1 pm 

7 Confirmation Forum 6:30-8:30 @ SJ 
Amigo’s Choir 7pm 
Kairos Choir 7:30pm 

8 Adult Study Group Café 9:30am 
MOM’s Club 9:30 am 
Knitting for Peace 10:45 am 
Education Committee Meeting 6:45 pm 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

11 Worship Celebrations 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am 
Baptism of our Lord Sunday 
Education/Fellowship 9:45am 
Baptism:  Alayna Lynn Olson 11:00 am 
Gethsemane Church 3:00pm 

12 Staff Ministries Meeting 6pm 
Worship Committee Meeting 7 pm 
Stewardship Committee Meeting 7pm 

13 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30am 
Knitting for Peace 6:30 pm 
Gethsemane Church 7 pm 

14 Confirmation Forum 6:30-8:30 pm @ COP 
 

6 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30 pm 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

15 Adult Study Group Café 9:30am 
Knitting for Peace 10:45 am 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

18 Worship Celebrations 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am 
Education/Fellowship 9:45am 
 

20 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30am 
Girl Scouts 6-8 pm 
Book Club 6:30 pm 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

21 Confirmation 6 pm 
Amigo’s Choir 6:45 pm 
Kairos choir 7:30pm 

25 Worship Celebrations 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00am 
Education/Fellowship 9:45am 
Gethsemane Church 1:00pm 

26 Church Council Meeting 7pm 

27 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 
Knitting for Peace 6:30 pm 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

28 Confirmation 6 pm 
Amigo’s Choir 6:45 pm 
Kairos choir 7:30pm 

22 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 
Knitting for Peace 10:45 am 
Gethsemane Church 7pm 

952-445-5479 
Crossofpeace@msn.com 
www.crossofpeace.net 
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