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"WHERE’S PASTOR TOM?" 
 

  

 “Where’s Pastor Tom?” 

 

 Well, he’s not going to be around Cross of Peace Lutheran Church 
for a while. And, in fact, it’s not that he is not going to be around, it’s   
actually I am not going to be around for a while.  

 

 First, I will have been at the hospital in the operating room. I will 
have had decompression surgery on my back. What brings me to the hos-
pital is called lumbar spinal stenosis, which results in neorogenic claudica-
tion, all of which means the nerve endings in my back are being 
squeezed, and surgery is required to loosen the nerves by removing what 
is squeezing them. 

 

 Second, I will be at home healing, recovering, and recuperating 
from the surgery. Word has it, it might be a minimum of six weeks before 
I can return to where I love to be and to be found—worship, education, 
fellowship, visits, administration, etc.—our wonderful church home. 

 

  blogs.btvancouver.ca 

 

 

Third, don’t know what surgery, healing, and time will 
bring....return to trails and running? no more running, but trails and 
biking and walks? swimming and splashing around in some warm 
(indoor) Minnesota swimming pool? yoga with bending and stretching 
and finding a new inner-peace? Not sure what the future will be. Not 
sure where I’ll be. 

 

Fourth, hope to be here with Cross of Peace Lutheran 

Church as soon as possible. So, please, thoughts and prayers for Mary 
Lee and me from you. And see all of you when the time comes. 

 

And, finally, “Where’s Pastor Tom?” Now you know.  

 

 Peace to you, 

 Pastor Tom 

                                                                                                                                jdstone.org 



Laila's July Newsletter Article: 
 
Happy July, everyone!  Summer is here!!  Along with summer come trips to the cabin, journeys to 
camp for the first or the fiftieth time, vacations to far-away places, family reunions, and sleepovers 
in friends' backyards.  If you find yourself away from home on a Sunday, know that your church 
family gathered together for worship  is holding you in thought and prayer, and having a donut for 
you.  (Okay, so I'm having the donut for you...and you...and you...oh, and you...it's a tough job--but 
somebody's gotta do it!)  I pray that you find strength and peace and faith and life and renewal and 
breathing space and whatever else it is that fills and strengthens your spirit as you experience the 
gifts of time with family and friends in God's beautiful creation! 
 
Meanwhile, back at the ranch... 
 
While attending and taking notes for the Congregational Council meeting last night, my fingers were 
flying across my keyboard.  There is so much going on here at Cross of Peace!  I feel blessed to be 
a part of a congregation who takes seriously God's call to love God through service to the neighbor. 
 
The Caring Hands committee continues to serve members who are walking through difficult times by 
providing meals and cleaning and running errands.  In addition, they challenged us as a congrega-
tion to serve the larger community with their "Stock the Linen Closet" drive which ran through the 
month of June.  Thanks to the Caring Hands committee for bringing to our attention the fact that 
people who receive government assistance are often unable to use that assistance to purchase toi-
letries, and giving us the opportunity to help. I want to also thank McKenzie and Caroline Flaten for 
rising to the challenge and doing their own toiletries drive in their neighborhood, collecting 96 items 
to donate to the Caring Hands drive!  Way to be church!! 
 
Of course, Caring Hands is only one example of the many ways people are responding to God's gift 
of life.  We are also gathering together to get to know one another through outings planned by our 
Fellowship Committee.  Join us for dinner & conversation at Dangerfield's on Friday, July 17th at 
7pm.  We will also be attending a Saints game on Saturday, August 15th.  A stroll around lake Har-
riet is in the works as well.  If you have any suggestions for fellowship outings, please let us know!  
You can talk to Kate & Tyler Kienow, Gaylen & Amy Anderson, or leave a message at the church of-
fice. 
 
In addition to the formal groups and ministries we have here at Cross of Peace, I am continually 
blessed by and reminded of the ministry that happens when one person approaches another and 
asks the simple question, "How are you?"  It is a privilege for me to be a part of the ministry of 
Cross of Peace, a place where people come together to love and be loved, to serve and to ask for 
help, to experience and share that peace and joy and wholeness of  God which passes all our under-
standing. 
 
Thanks to everyone for all you do, and most importantly for who you are. 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Laila 
 
pastorlaila@gmail.com 
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“For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my family.”~ Matthew 12:50 
 

  By now, I’m sure you’ve heard of the TV show, “Jon and Kate plus 8.”  It’s a show about a family with 8 kids!  
Yikes!  I think I would literally go insane if I had 8 kids.  My dad actually grew up in a family that had 8 kids.  When I 
think about my dad’s family, it doesn’t seem so insane.  He always had brothers and sisters to play with and cause 
trouble with and now I have aunts and uncles and tons of cousins to hang out with.  I don’t know for sure, but I 
think it’s pretty universal that everyone gets excited when their cousins come to town.  I always have so much fun 
when I am with my family, and the more the merrier, right?!   
 Well, how would you like it if there were 2 billion people in your family?  Whoa!  But… guess what, you are 
already in a family with 2 billion people!  In the Bible, in the book of Matthew, Jesus is speaking to a crowd of peo-
ple and someone tells him that his mother and brothers are outside and want to talk to Him.  Jesus responds in the 
coolest way ever.  He says, who is my mother, and who are my brothers?  He then points to His followers and says, 
here is my family, because whoever believes in my Father in heaven is a member of my family (Matt. 12:46-50).  
How cool is that!  We are all one giant family, and it’s the same family that Jesus is in.  Wow!  So, love your mom 
and dad and brothers and sisters, but also share your love with your entire faith family.  Everyone deserves to be 
treated like a cherished member of your family, and a child of God.   

Upcoming Events!Upcoming Events!Upcoming Events!Upcoming Events!    
July 1 - High School Youth Group meet at Cross of Peace at 8:00pm! 

July 8 - High School Youth Group meet at St. John’s at 8:00pm! 

July 15 - High School Youth Group meet at Cross of Peace at 8:00pm! 

July 21-27 - National Youth Gathering mission trip to New Orleans! 
July 29 - High School Youth Group meet at St. John’s at 8:00pm! 

Do you love to Do you love to Do you love to Do you love to DanceDanceDanceDance????    

Karena is going to teach a dance class for kids going into Karena is going to teach a dance class for kids going into Karena is going to teach a dance class for kids going into Karena is going to teach a dance class for kids going into 2nd-5th grades for the  grades for the  grades for the  grades for the 2009-2010    
school year.  You don’t have to have any experience dancing; you just need to want to dance!  school year.  You don’t have to have any experience dancing; you just need to want to dance!  school year.  You don’t have to have any experience dancing; you just need to want to dance!  school year.  You don’t have to have any experience dancing; you just need to want to dance!  

Once we learn a dance we will show the people of Cross of Peace that we can worship in a different Once we learn a dance we will show the people of Cross of Peace that we can worship in a different Once we learn a dance we will show the people of Cross of Peace that we can worship in a different Once we learn a dance we will show the people of Cross of Peace that we can worship in a different 
way, by dancing for them during service.  Please signway, by dancing for them during service.  Please signway, by dancing for them during service.  Please signway, by dancing for them during service.  Please sign----up on the sheet at church or let Karena up on the sheet at church or let Karena up on the sheet at church or let Karena up on the sheet at church or let Karena 

know if you are interested, so we can set dates and times to start dancing!                           know if you are interested, so we can set dates and times to start dancing!                           know if you are interested, so we can set dates and times to start dancing!                           know if you are interested, so we can set dates and times to start dancing!                           
Karenajoanne@hotmail.com /  /  /  / 952-445-5479 (CoP) /  (CoP) /  (CoP) /  (CoP) / 952-220-9260 (cell) (cell) (cell) (cell)    
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Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News  
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S 

GRADUATES  Linda McPeak- 
graduating from Luther Semi-
nary with a Master of Divinity 
degree.  Scott Godfrey graduat-
ing from Kansas State University 
with a Masters in Political Sci-
ence.  Marta Knick graduating 
from St. Mary’s University with a 
Masters in Teaching and Learn-
ing.  Karena Langehaug gradu-
ating from Northwestern College 
with a Masters of Arts in Theo-
logical Studies.  Tracy Brownrigg 

graduating from the College of St. 
Catherine’s with a Masters of Art 
in Organizational Leadership.  
Samantha Kelly graduating from 
Shakopee Sr. High School.  Alex 
Oas graduating from Shakopee Sr. 
High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to 
Stephanie Snyder on the death of 
her father Edwin Frederick Sny-
der who passed on May 24, 
2009.  Please remember the Sny-
der family in your prayers during 
this time of grief. 

Assisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality Ministry    

July 12, 2009July 12, 2009July 12, 2009July 12, 2009    

July 26, 2009July 26, 2009July 26, 2009July 26, 2009    

8:30 a.m. Laurie Gearey Deb Smith Clay, Jill & Scott Smith Clay & Deb Smith Family 

    Counters  

10:00 am Dorothy Wolf Larry Davis Open Bill & Deb 

July 5, 2009July 5, 2009July 5, 2009July 5, 2009        Assisting Ministers      Communion Servers        Ushers        Worship Preparation / Counters 

July 19, 2009July 19, 2009July 19, 2009July 19, 2009    

8:30 a.m. Marta Knick Dick Giddings Scott Duffney/Harland Lipker Kathy & Dick Giddings 

    Counters  

10:00 am Dave Card Patty Schmieg John & Becky Sheehan Amy , Bridget & Peggy 

8:30 a.m. Janet Freduenstein Marta Knick Steve & Jody Gunderson Steve & Jody Gunderson 

    Counters  

10:00 am Sara Bartling Open Deb Zitek/Chris Bartling & daughters Jon & Lee 

8:30 a.m. Avis Paulson David Gohl Gary Buddensiek/Dale Kangas Harland & Ruth Lipker 

    Counters  

10:00 am Amy Card Open Dave Card & Family Roger & Patty 
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July Social Justice and Red Basket Emphasis 

 Our Social Justice emphasis for the month of July is ELCA International Disaster Relief.  The major 

areas that need our help are the Middle East, Zimbabwe, Democratic Republic of Congo, and the World Food 

Crisis.  With more than more areas that need our help every dollar counts. 

 

Middle East: The situation within Gaza is in constant struggle.  Food commodities and fresh water are scarce 

and the constant feeling of insecurity keeps many in their homes even though an average wait time for bread in 

mornings is roughly four hours.  Gaza is one of the most densely populated areas on the earth and because of 

years of occupation and then blockage, most civilians live in extreme poverty.  Blackouts have plagued the region 

and as a result pumps used to bring water into households are not functioning and sewage networks are flooding. 

 

“I ask ELCA congregations to continue to pray for a just and lasting peace  

in the Middle East that will bring an end to the pain and misery  

experienced by all people in the region.”  

Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop, ELCA 

 

 The war between Israel and Hezbollah has reached a critical level, contributing to death and destruction in 

both Israel and Lebanon, and resulting in what the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) describes as a 

“catastrophic humanitarian crisis” in Lebanon. Estimates suggest that 600,000 civilians have been displaced in 

Lebanon by the bombing, and over 200 people have died and hundreds more injured in Lebanon and Israel during 

the first 10 days of the war. Meanwhile, violence continues in Gaza and the West Bank.  

The Middle East Council of Churches has sent letters to its partners calling on the international community 

for an immediate intervention for a cease fire. MECC is also responding to the needs of people displaced and 

wounded. Emergency food, bedding, household items, medical supplies and assistance are all critically needed 

as displaced families and individuals find their way to schools and other available community centers for 

refuge. Of special concern are children, the elderly, people with disabilities, and those with critical health 

care needs. In the cross-fire of war, those most vulnerable are often the forgotten victims of the violence 

and its aftermath. 

 

Zimbabwe: The economic, political and social decline in Zimbabwe has taken a disastrous toll on the coun-

try’s food supply and medical institutions, including four hospitals of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zim-

babwe.  Just 10 years ago Zimbabwe was in a completely different place and were known as the breadbasket of 

southern Africa.  Now everything is destroyed due to political fallout, land confiscation and mismanagement.   

The situation there has been described as “a human disaster”.  Among those who suffer the most are the chil-

dren, especially those under the age of 5, and pregnant women who are not sure if they will be able to give birth 

because they are so hungry.    Nurses at the hospitals are collapsing because they are also hungry and doctors 

are dismissing patients because there is not food to feed them.    

 

Give through your congregation or directly to: ELCA International Disaster Response, P.O. Box 71764, 
Chicago, IL 60694-1764. Note “Middle East Crisis” or “International Disaster Response” on the check’s 

memo line. To give by credit card, call 800-638-3522 or visit www.elca.org/disaster and click on “Giving” or 
“How You Can Help.” 

 



CONFIRMAITON PICTURES ARE IN!   The pictures taken on confirmation day are in the office.  Please stop 
in and pick your up.  Thanks! 
 
ANNUAL YARD SALE  Our annual yard sale is scheduled for Saturday, August 8th.  We are looking to start a 
new table with hand made items from our congregation.  We were thinking a theme of “Creative hands of grace 
at work”.  If you would like to donate an item for the sale please contact the church office at 952-445-5479 or 
email crossofpeace@msn.com.  All items should be priced to sell and all funds will go to the general fund at 
Cross of Peace.  Any questions or suggestions please give a call! 
 

YARD SALE INFORMATION  Donated items may be dropped off at the church on Tuesdays & Thursday from 
6:30-8:30 pm and Saturdays from 10am - 12 pm beginning July 7th.  We are looking for one or two people to 
spend the night on Friday, August 7th to keep watch, and two parking attendants for early Saturday morning to 
help direct traffic.  Please contact the church office at 952-445-5479 if you are able to help.  Watch your July  
newsletter for a flyer with all the details of the yard sale! 
 
PARENTS:  Your child’s Sunday School teacher provided faith stories and a welcoming environment for learning 
and growing.  Would you like to be just such an individual?  Think about teaching next year!  It’s not too early to 
contemplate the decision.  Questions or ideas?  Please talk to Marta Knick 496-1389. 
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS The Women’s Group is looking for donations for baskets for our annual Christmas Tea 
in December.  The theme for this year is an Old Fashion Christmas.  The baskets will be set out for a silent auc-
tion.  If you would like to donate an item for a basket such as mittens, books, bubble bath, coffee  etc. please 
contact Pam Stern or Stacy Foust or leave a message with the church office. 
 

LOOKING FOR MUSICIANS The Women’s Group is looking for people who would be willing to play a solo or 
in a group for the program during the Christmas Tea in December 2009.  Please contact Pam Stern or the church 
office if you are interested. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY We have a wonderful opportunity to work with Habitat for Humanity this summer 
to build a house in Chaska.  We are looking for volunteers for Wednesday, July 15, 2009.  Financial donations 
are also appreciated toward the project.  A sign up sheet is in the Gathering Area.  Please contact Pastor Tom 
with any questions. 
 
BACK FORTY - EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT NATE CARLSON  In your worship materials today you will find an 
envelope you can use if you would like to make a donation to the “Grand Entrance Project” for the back forty.  
Nate Carlson is working on this project to earn the Eagle Scout ranking.  Nate will be presenting the project on 
Sundays June 21st & 28th before both services.  Please contact Nate Carlson with any questions 952-445-0146. 

 

THANK YOU Ron & Donna Harcey would like to give a thank you to all the friends at Cross of Peace for all their 
help and prayers in our long recovery time.  Caring Hands for meals and rides to doctors appointments.  Our 
family was happy to know Cross of Peace was there for us.  Thank you to Pastor Tom & Pastor Laila for all the 
many visits.  Love in Christ, Ron & Donna 

 

THANK YOU Assisting Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, Communion Servers, Acolytes and Crucifers during the 
month of June. 
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Looking forward … Upcoming events  

Thank You! 
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Giving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship News    

All operating fund amounts are year-to-date (January 1—May 31, 2009) 

Operating Funds   Receipts        Expenses             Budget 

General Funds                          $ 82,430.59   $ 90,531.30   $ 92,733.00 

Bldg Mortgage/Loan                                 14,752.00         15,950.00                    15,950.00  

Youth Activities Fund       2,955.21            1,786.90        3,125.00 

Restricted Funds      3,482.37          2,499.32                                 0.00 

Building Project                     310.59                               -                             0.00 

Totals                    $103,930.76    $110,767.52                    $111,808.00  
 

Restricted funds include World Relief, Disaster Relief, Food Shelf, Lutheran Social Service, etc.   
Youth Activities Fund includes youth camping, and other offsite youth activities.   
Total expenses, through May 31, exceed total receipts by $6,836.76.  In order to meet the projected  expenses in the 
2009 budget, receipts of $5,160 are needed each week.  Thank you to all who have contributed your time and financial 
donations to Cross of Peace.  Remember to mail in your contribution if you are out of town for sign up for the Simply 
Giving Program 

Out & About 

Dinner At Dangerfield’s! 
  What:  Dining And Fellowship  
  Where:  Dangerfield’s Restaurant   
   1583 East First Avenue (Hwy 101), Shakopee 
  When:  Friday, July 17.  Meet at 7:00.  Dinner at 7:30. 
  Who:  Adults And Teens 
 

 Sign Up For St. Paul Saints Baseball! 
Come watch the Saints play the Lincoln Salt Dogs at Memorial Stadium. 

August 10, 2009  
(Back To School Giveaway Day) 

Tickets are $5.00 for adults, $4.00 for kids and seniors 
 

 For More Information, Call Gaylen 612-382-2803 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



July 

     8:30 a.m. Worship 

     9:30 a.m. Fellowship 

     10:00 a.m. Worship 

 

 

Fellowship with refreshments, takes place each Sunday 
morning following the 8:30 worship celebration.     
Come join us as we gather together in worship and  
celebration! 

Cross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran Church    
 
1506 Wood Duck Trail 

Shakopee, MN  55379 

1 Day Camp @ SJ 9am - 2pm 

High School Youth 8 pm @COP 

2 Day Camp @ SJ 9am - 2pm 

Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

5 Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1 pm 

7 Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

9 Adult Bible Study Café 9:30 am 

Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

12 Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1 pm 

13 Stewardship Committee Meeting 7pm 

Worship Committee Meeting 7pm 

14 Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

16 Adult Bible Study Café 9:30 am 

Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

  

  

8 High School Youth 8 pm @ SJ 

15 High School Youth 8pm @ COP 

11 Yard Sale Drop off 10am - 12pm 

18 Yard Sale Drop off 10am - 12pm 

19 Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1 pm 

 

21 Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

National Youth Gathering 21st-27th 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

23 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

25 Yard Sale Drop off 10am - 12pm 

26 Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Baptism:  Jayden Meyer 10 am 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1 pm 

27 Church Council Meeting 7pm 

28 Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

29 High School Youth 8pm @ SJ 

30 Adult Bible Study Café 9:30 am 

Yard Sale Drop off 6:30-8:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

  

  

17 Fellowship Night @ Dangerfield’s 7pm 

  

  

  

  

  

  

952-445-5479 

Crossofpeace@msn.com 

We’re on the 
web! 

www.crossofpeace.net 
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