
FROM PASTOR LAILA 
 
A couple weeks ago, the Cross of Peace fellowship committee met for the first time. We shared 
stories and ideas for fun ways to invite others to connect and get to know one another.  I'm   
excited!  The first event is scheduled for Friday, May 15 at 7pm.  We're meeting at          
Dangerfield's in Shakopee for dinner and conversation.  It's like hang-out time for grownups. 
(who said the confirmation students get to have all the fun?!?)  Y'all come!         
 
Community meals are one of my favorite things.  Ever.  I love to eat.  Dinners out, lunches in, 
family feasts, soup suppers.  And, of course, the pot-luck.  I love me a pot-luck.  Last week, I 
celebrated my recent ordination at the congregation where I grew up.  They asked whether I'd 
like to have a restaurant cater the event.  I was shocked and horrified.  Are you kidding?  Y’all 
cook!  They wanted to do something special.  What could be more special than a pot-luck?  Like 
I’m going to pass up an opportunity to have a plate or three loaded with Nancy Smith’s little 
meatballs, the four or five variations on cheesy potatoes and ham, the myriad creamy casseroles 
and those bar cookies made with mounds of sugar and chocolate and nuts and saltine crackers 
and M&M’s and sugar… 
  
Yes, I love to eat.  And I come from a long line of folks who loooove to eat together, gathering 
around food.  My mother is one of those people who can nose around in a seemingly bare     
cupboard and whip up a gourmet feast.  And if you happen to be around in the afternoon, you’re 
invited to stay for dinner.  There is always enough.  And there are always leftovers.  Even first-
time guests can’t leave the house without an old sour-cream container full of food for life’s jour-
ney.  You know, the one with the mis-matched lid… 
 
We love to gather around food.  But the best part about the pot-lucks and the family meals and 
the soup suppers and dinner at Dangerfield's—the best part, the real nourishment comes from 
the fellowship, the time we carve out to be together.  To talk together.  And the foods, as they 
make our mouths happy and our tummies full, spark stories and shared memories which 
strengthen the bonds between us and nourish our spirits.  Conversation flows fluidly between 
how things were, how we are now, and what we hope for the future.   
 
Meals together--time to get to know each other better, to strengthen the bonds between us, to 
hope together, to cry together, to laugh till our sides hurt.  Time to catch-up with one another, 
telling new stories.  Time tell the old stories, the ones we hear over and over and over again.  
Time to connect for the first time, and re-connect for the umpteenth. Time to re-member those 
who have gone before us, to re-member where we came from, where we are going.  Time to 
remember what’s important to us, to remember who we are. 
 
We spend time together, and we re-member.  Perhaps this is a reflection of the fact that we 
know in our hearts, intuitively and instinctively that Paul is right when he says in his letter to the 
Ephesians that “We are members of one another.” (Ephesians, 4:25) We are members of one 
another, called to live together, called to be the body of Christ in the world.   
 
God has created us to live together, as members of one body.  Recent research in neuroscience 
even shows that God designed us to be members of one another!  Research has shown that by 
the age of 10 minutes, every normal infant is selectively attentive to human faces.  And within 
half an hour, every infant with normal vision is selectively attentive to the eyes in human faces. 
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When we’re half an hour old, we look for the most important information in the world in the eyes of 
another person.   
 
We know instinctively that we are made to be members of one another, but somewhere along the 
line we begin to engage in a process of dismembering, of cutting others off or cutting ourselves off 
from others.  Somewhere along the line, we get scared.  Scared that there won’t be enough.  
Scared that we won’t be enough.  We seek comfort in stuff and status, afraid that WE won’t be 
enough.  We live in fear that we won’t be valuable to other people, that we will lose our connection.  
Advertisers know this, which is why so many of them try to convince us in the 30-60 seconds they 
are allotted that there is something wrong with us, something that makes us unworthy of the      
attention and respect of other people, and then convince us that whatever they are selling will     
restore our worth, will cause us to be looked upon as valid, valuable members of one another. Feed 
your hunger, the advertisements say.  Fill your own needs.  Fill the hole inside you.  And I’ve got 
just the thing that will do it…  
 
So we gather Stuff and Status, and more status and more stuff.  We spend our time and energy 
gathering stuff and status and status and stuff, cutting ourselves off from others in the process 
when what we really need, and what we’re really searching for, what we’re really longing for       
instinctively and powerfully, is each other.  What we really want is to belong, to be loved.  To be 
members of one another.   
 
We ARE members of one another.  God members us in our baptism.  God members and               
re-members us in the breaking of the bread, in the pouring of the wine.  We may forget sometimes, 
but in God’s perfect love…in the perfect love revealed to us in the life, death and resurrection of  
Jesus Christ we are re-membered.  God re-members us.   
 
We are members of one another, and God re-members us again and again, to those who have gone 
before us, those who sit beside us, and those who will come when we are long gone.  God members 
us in God’s on-going story of Salvation.  God members us in the breaking of the bread.  God     
members us in the pouring of the wine.  God members us with two simple words at the worship  
table: “For you.”  The body of Christ, given FOR YOU.  The blood of Christ, shed FOR YOU.   
 
When we come to the worship table, Jesus says, "Do this for the re-membrance of me."  We       
remember Jesus, we re-member who we are and whose we are, we re-member that we are     
members of one another, reconciled to each other and to God through Jesus Christ.   
 
And we don’t leave the worship feast carrying a doggie bag or an old plastic container.  We leave 
the worship feast knowing that we are the ones being carried and cared for, by the grace of God, 
with more than enough food for the journey—wherever that may take us.  Thanks be to God!   
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Pastor Laila 
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“… Stop and consider the wondrous works of God.”  ~ Job 37:14 
 

  I often times feel as though I have a restless spirit.  I think it’s natural, and that most people feel it at some 
point in their lives.  It’s that feeling that we want to fly away, we want to experience something new or different.  
Often times for us Minnesotans this feeling comes during the long winter months when we long for warm days 
and a sandy beach.  The Southwest Airlines commercials capture this feeling almost perfectly with their slogan, 
“Wanna get away?”   In their commercials the person wants to get away because they’ve done something       
embarrassing, but in real life, why is it that we have this feeling of wanting to get away?   
 Are we like the people in the Airline commercial, running away from something we’ve done, or are we 
running away from something we have no control over like weather that’s 80 million degrees below zero?  Or, are 
we doing something quite different and not running away at all.  I believe that my restless spirit comes most when 
I fall into the monotony of a daily routine.  I really believe that there are days when we just get bored with life, and 
we want something new or different or adventurous to happen.   
 So, like Job learns (from the verse above), we also need to learn, to recognize the little things of our 
same-old-daily-lives, as ‘wondrous works of God.’  Everyday is new and different and adventurous.  We just have 
to recognize it.   Wanting to know more, and see more, and do more, is a good thing!  But we can’t always fly   
(or run) away.  So when you feel your restless spirit coming on, do something new – “Stop and consider the   
wondrous works of God.” (Job 37:14).   
 Notice the beauty of God’s creation right here, in the sunset, or the fields and trees on your ride home 
from school, or practice.  Hear the songs that God plays for you daily – the sounds of birds chirping, the wind, 
and even the sound of cars going by.  Realize that God is there even in the smells of daily life.  Smell Him in the 
neighbor’s cut grass, or your mom’s chocolate chip cookies.  Feel God’s love through a friendly hug or pat on the 
back.  After all, God gave us ears to hear, eyes to see, hands to touch, and hearts to feel.  God is always with 
you, and that restless spirit of yours.   

We ARE members of one another.  God members us in our baptism.  God members and               

Upcoming Events! 
 

 Saturday, May 2nd: 9th grade confirmation rehearsal from 10-11:30am! 

Sunday, May 3rd: Confirmation ceremony, Congrats 9th graders!!! 

Wednesday, May 6th: Confirmation end of the year party! 

Sunday, May 17th:  Sunday School Finale! 
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Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News Congregation News  
CONGRATULATIONS to  Dylan 
Paul Harcey, who began his new 
life in Christ through baptism on 
Sunday, March 29, 2009. Dylan’s  
parents are Cherron & Paul Harcey, 
and his Godparents are Rhonda 
and Bill Marshall. 
 
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to Jen, 
Jason, Alise & Evan Syverson on the 
death of Jen’s father Gary Kasper.  
Please keep the Syverson/Kasper 
family in your prayers during this 
time of grief. 
 
 
 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY to 
Phil, Trish, Paul and Sara Jo Raner 
on the death of Trish’s mom Joyce 
Solomonson.   Please remember the 
Raner family in your prayers during 
this time of grief. 

Assisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality MinistryAssisting and Serving …  Hospitality Ministry    

8:30 a.m. Dorothy Wolf Chad /Laurie Gearey Dianne & Steve Schanhaar Mic & Shelly Tjosaas Family 

9:45 a.m. Gina Mitchell Mary Lee Reiner Jon Carlson Counters 

11:00 am Dave Card Amy Card Confirmation Families Chris&Ruth/Steve&Dianne 

May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009May 17, 2009    

May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009May 31, 2009    

8:30 a.m. Laurie Gearey Deb Smith Clay, Jill & Scott Smith Clay & Deb Smith Family 

    Counters  

10:00 am Jeff Imhoff Joni Swam Scot & Peggy Kelly Bill & Deb 

May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009May 3, 2009        Assisting Ministers      Communion Servers        Ushers        Worship Preparation / Counters 

May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009May 24, 2009    

8:30 a.m. Marta Knick Dick Giddings Scott Duffney/Harland Lipker Kathy & Dick Giddings 

    Counters  

10:00 am Steve O’Brien Joan Davis Paul Rylance Amy & Bridget 

May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009May 10, 2009    

8:30 a.m. Janet Freudenstein David Godfrey Steve & Jody Gunderson Steve & Jody Gunderson 

9:45 a.m. Gaylen Anderson Open Shirley & Doug Waldenvogel Counters  

11:00 am Sara Bartling Open Deb Zitek & Chris Bartling Jon & Lee 

8:30 a.m. Avis Paulson David Gohl Gary Buddensiek/Dale Kangas Ruth & Harland Lipker 

9:45 a.m. Trent Stern Joan Olsen Tom Foust Counters  

11:00 am Amy Card Open Dave Card & Family Roger & Patty 
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May Social Justice and Red Basket Emphasis 

 Our Social Justice and Red Basket emphasis for the month of May is Habitat for Humanity of 
Minnesota.   Our Mission To eliminate poverty housing from the Twin Cities area and  to make decent, 
affordable shelter for all people a matter of conscience. Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity builds homes 
in partnership with families who demonstrate need and willingness to work with Habitat for Humanity 
by helping to construct their own housing. With a safe, decent and affordable home to call their own, 
families are then free to concentrate on parenting, employment, education and community engagement. 
Each Habitat build provides a setting for people from all walks of life to work side by side in partner-
ship with future homeowners—finding common ground as they create quality, affordable housing.  
 Our congregation has been invited to be a part of the building of two houses in Chaska Minne-
sota at 114204 & 114208 Hundertmark Road this summer.  The weeks of June 8-12, July 13-17 & August 
10-14 have been reserved for Scott County Lutheran Churches.  Guidelines for volunteers:  The work 
days begins at 8:30 and ends at 4:30.  It is important to arrive on time and be prepared to stay the 
whole day.  Lunch is normally provided by other volunteers from the group working that day.  Water is 
provided on site.  YOUTH:  Children under 14 are not allowed on site for safety reasons.  Teen 14-16 
must have one-on-one supervision.  Habit requires one adult crew leader for every three 16-17 year olds 
working on site.  A great way for families to work together. A sign up sheet is in the gathering area.  
Please indicate your interest by signing your name.  We will be looking for 15-18 working for one or two 
days during the three weeks.  Once we have enough interest we will pick a date to work at the site. 

Giving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship NewsGiving and Growing … Stewardship News    

All operating fund amounts are year-to-date (January 1—March 31, 2009) 

Operating Funds   Receipts        Expenses             Budget 

General Funds                          $ 49,504.99   $ 53,506.14   $ 55,640.00 

Bldg Mortgage/Loan                                  8,537.00           9,570.00                     9,570.00  

Youth Activities Fund       1,341.96            1,706.90        1,875.00 

Restricted Funds      2,534.36          1,773.46                                 0.00 

Building Project                     150.96                               -                             0.00 

Totals                    $  62,069.27    $ 66,556.50                    $  67,085.00  
 

Restricted funds include World Relief, Disaster Relief, Food Shelf, Lutheran Social Service, etc.   
Youth Activities Fund includes youth camping, and other offsite youth activities.   
Total expenses, through March 31, exceed total receipts by $4,487.23.  In order to meet the projected  expenses in the 
2009 budget, receipts of $5,160 are needed each week.  Thank you to all who have contributed your time and financial 
donations to Cross of Peace.  Remember to mail in your contribution if you are out of town for sign up for the Simply 
Giving Program 



CROSS OF PEACE SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY will be on Saturday, May 16.  We will plan on starting at 8am.  Some 
projects planned include cleaning windows & screens, changing filters, painting, landscaping, property clean-up, tree 
planting and other miscellaneous small repairs.  We will need shovels, wheelbarrows, garden rakes, and step ladders. 
We are also looking for volunteers to lead specific project.  All are welcome to stop in during any part of the day to 
help. Breakfast (rolls & coffee)  will be provided and lunch will be potluck.  Please contact Paul TenEyck at 952-445-
5473 with any questions, if you can bring any of the needed supplies, or you would be willing to lead a project.  Thank 
you in advance for your help. 
 
GARDEN PLOTS AVAILABLE IN BACK FORTY!  We have 16 garden plots available in the back forty that we have 
received approval from the city to open to our members.  The plots are 20’ x 20’ with a walk area around on all sides.  
If you would be interested in having a garden plot please contact Marie Markgraf in the church office at 952-445-
5479. If you would like to share a plot with another family please let the office know. They will be available on a first 
come first serve basis and if necessary a wait list will be developed.   Each plot will require a $10 deposit for end of 
season clean up.   
 
ATTENTION MEMBERS  We are looking for  volunteers to help as packers and drivers for the Shakopee Mobile 
Meals.  Please sign up in the gathering area or contact Ruth Lipker 952-445-7904 or Donna Harcey 952-445-3058 with 
any questions. 
 
SUNDAY MAY 10TH - We are God’s Family at Worship, no Sunday School classes, please worship with your family at 
8:30, 9:45 or 11:00 am. 
 
SUNDAY MAY 17 - SUNDAY SCHOOL FINALE All families and teachers will gather in the sanctuary at 9:45 am for 
a short worship celebration which will be followed by treats and good-byes in your classroom and our 2nd ANNUAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ALL CLASS PHOTO! 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY We have a wonderful opportunity to work with Habitat for Humanity this summer to 
build a house in Chaska.  We are looking for volunteers for the a day or two this summer.  Financial donations are also 
appreciated toward the project.  A sign up sheet is in the Gathering Area.  Please contact Pastor Tom with any ques-
tions. 
 
MEMORIAL DAY CROSSES  - This year to commemorate Memorial Day and to honor those loved ones that we hold 
dear in our hearts, we are planning a special Memorial Celebration.  White crosses will be available for anyone to take 
home, decorate and be planted on Sunday, May 24th during both worship celebrations out by our church sign.     Ar-
rangements will be made for those that cannot attend worship on the 24th.  Free will donations will be accepted with 
proceeds going to the Cross of Peace Memorial Fund.  Suggested donation is $10 per cross.  Crosses will be removed 
following Memorial Day and will be yours to keep.   Crosses are available in the gathering area. 
 
ATTENTION ALL GRADUATES!  If you or someone you know is graduating this year please contact Marie Markgraf 
at the church office  952-445-5479.  We would like to honor our graduates.  

THANK YOU Assisting Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, Communion Servers, Acolytes and Crucifers during the month of 
April. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make our Lenton Soup Suppers such a success.  
 
THANK YOU to Tom Freudenstein, Ruth Lipker, Gaylen Anderson, Marie Markgraf, Kate Kienow, and Karena Lange-
haug for sharing their Sacred Journeys of Faith Meditations with us during this years Lenten Season.   
 
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make Easter Sunday such a wonderful day.  Everything from decorating the 
worship space, ushering, extra chairs set-up, and the Easter breakfast were fantastic.  Thanks! 
 
THANK YOU  We have received $450 from Thrivent Financial as matching funds for the donations received during 
our Lent Soup Suppers and the Easter Breakfast.  Thank you to everyone who donated. 

Thank You! 
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Looking forward … Upcoming events  
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 Our book for April 15, 2009, was The Road  by 
Cormac McCarthy. This is a serious story of survival,     
perseverance, and persistence in the face of annihilation, 
devastation, and death. We talked about the stark scenes 
filled with fear and foreboding, and the hopeful vignettes 
envisioning grace and goodness despite everything to the 
contrary. We did wonder why our writer permitted himself 
or forced himself into such dark, dangerous, and deadly 

places. How and why would someone want or feel the need to tell of these    
horrible things? And, finally, can there actually be a future, let alone one imbued 
with hope, following all that our author pictures as occurring? We found the style 

of writing to be different, unique, and poetic in its form and function. We rated our book 3.00 
* out of a possible 4.00 *. 
   
Our next book is:  
 
 May:      Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood  by Marjane Satrapi  
   
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Books suggested for future consideration with a tentative calendar: 
 
June:   The Shack  by William Paul Young 
July:             The Reluctant Fundamentalist  by Moshin Hamid  
August:        The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
September:  The Sweet In-Between  by Sheri Reynolds 
 
  
 The next group get-together is Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 6:30-8:00 pm, in the Cross of 

Peace library. Good books. Good people. Good conversation. Good reasons to be here. Everyone 
welcome.  

Book Group NewsBook Group NewsBook Group NewsBook Group News    



May 

  8:30 a.m. Worship 

  9:45 a.m. Worship 

  9:45 a.m. Education & 

              Fellowship 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Fellowship with refreshments, takes place each Sunday 
morning following the 8:30 worship celebration.  Come 
join us as we gather together in worship and           
celebration! 

Cross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran ChurchCross of Peace Lutheran Church     
1506 Wood Duck Trail 
Shakopee, MN  55379 

1 7th Day Adventist 7-8:30 pm 

2 Affirmation of Baptism Rehearsal- 

10-11:30 am 

3 Worship Celebrations 8:30 9:45, & 11:00am 

Education/Fellowship 9:45 am 

Confirmation Service 11 am 

Gethsemane Church 1pm 

Scout 5-9 pm S. Neri 

5 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 

Youth Band 5:30 - 8pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

6 Confirmation Year End Party 6 pm 

Pizza, & Bonfire 

Amigo’s Choir 6:45 pm 

Kairos Choir 7:30 pm 

7 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

Education Committee Meeting 6:45 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

8 7th Day Adventist 7-8 pm 

10 Worship Celebrations 8:30 9:45, & 11:00am 

We are God’s Family at Worship Sunday 

NO Sunday School 

Fellowship 9:45 am 

Gethsemane Church 1pm 

 

  

12 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 

Youth Band 5:30 - 8pm 

Knitting for Peace 6:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

13 Amigo’s Choir 6:45 pm 

Kairos Choir 7 :30 pm 

Caring Hands Committee Meeting 7pm 

14 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

MOM’s Club Meeting 9am 

Knitting for Peace 10:45 am 

Joint Youth Board Meeting @COP 7pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

15 Fellowship Dinner @ Dangerfields 7pm 

16 Spring Clean up Day 8am - ????? 

17 Worship Celebrations 8:30 9:45, & 11:00am 

Sunday School Finale! 

Education/Fellowship 9:45 am 

Gethsemane Church 1pm 

18 Church Council Meeting 7pm 

19 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 

Youth Band 5:30 - 8pm 

Book Club 6:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

20 Amigo’s Choir 6:45 pm 

Kairos Choir 7 :30 pm 

  

11 Staff Ministries Meeting 6pm 

Stewardship Committee Meeting 7pm 

Worship Committee Meeting 7pm 

24 Summer Schedule Begins 

Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Memorial Crosses 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1pm 

26 Adult Study Group Perkins 6:30 am 

Youth Band 5:30 - 8pm 

Knitting for Peace 6:30 pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

28 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

Knitting for Peace 10:45 am 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

29 

30 

Mpls Synod Assembly 

Mpls Synod Assembly 

31 Worship Celebrations 8:30 & 10:00am 

Fellowship 9:30 am 

Gethsemane Church 1pm 

21 Adult Study Group Café 9:30 am 

Fellowship Committee Meeting 7pm 

Gethsemane Church 7pm 

952-445-5479 
Crossofpeace@msn.com 

We’re on the web! 

www.crossofpeace.net 
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